
Friends of the Joliet Public Library – Minutes 
November 9, 2019 

Approved February 8, 2020 
 

1. Meeting was called to order at 10:01 a.m. 
 

2. Members Present:  Dave Hlavac, Linda Aguilar, Frankie Overcash, Ted Overcash, Denise 
Zielinski, Colleen Robbins, Joe Furlan, Paul Rak, Ethel Garrett, Marilyn Boehner, Mary Martin, 
Susan Rains  

 

3. Agenda Additions:  none 
 

4. Treasurer’s Report:   
Beginning balance as of 08/31/19 = $33,432.16 
Income = $2,990.43 
Expenses = $800.00 
Ending Balance as of 10/31/19 = $35,622.59 

 Motion to approve the treasure’s report was made by Marilyn; second by Colleen; all in favor. 
 

5. Minutes:  Motion to approve amended minutes made by Joe; second by Denise; all in favor.  
 

6. Library News:   

 Denise suggested that when the City chooses projects for the Martin Luther King Day of 
Service, that we ask for volunteers to paint the Friends’ room at Ottawa St. and possibly 
install the shelves.  She will need to clear the idea with the Library Administration and 
Maintenance Supervisor.    

 Susan reported that she talked with one of the City Council members about the library 
parking lot.  She stressed that it is important for there to be free parking for people to 
use the library.   

 The Friday after Thanksgiving is Light Up the Holidays in downtown Joliet.  The Library is 
participating in the events and will be open so people can use the restrooms during day 
and evening.  The Friends will have a small book sale in the lobby from 2 pm to either 5 
or 7 pm.   

7. Funding Request Reports and Thank-you notes: 

 No Funding Requests at this time. 

 Dave shared a thank you note and picture from Catherine for the poster printer. 
 

8. Committee Reports: 

 Membership:  Paul has the database up to date.  Currently, we have about 150 
members.  Paul asked for suggestions about how to highlight our successes in a message 
sent to members with their renewal notices.   Other ideas for promoting membership 
included printing a poster for each branch displaying ways the Friends have helped the 
library (with pictures) and having membership forms attached for people to take. 



 Publicity & Library Webpage:  Mallory handles our publicity.  Denise will update the 
website with the new officers after today’s meeting.  She will also add meeting dates, 
book sale dates, and meeting minutes (after they are approved).  
 

9. Old Business:  
 Constitution:  The Friends of the Joliet Public Library will have By-Laws in place of a 

Constitution.  Thank-you to Denise and the Committee for their work.  A motion to 
approve the By-Laws as presented was made by Frankie; second by Joe; all in favor.   

 Dues:  Currently dues are $10 per year; $5 per year for seniors.  There was some 
discussion about changing the dues, but they will not be changed at this time.  The 
Lifetime Membership is $300 (same price as before the anniversary sale).  About 20 
people became lifetime members during the sale.   

 Dave and Denise discussed shelving in the Friends’ room at Ottawa St.  We will have to 
help pay for it.  We will wait for the Library’s remodeling project at Black Road to 
request changes to the Friends’ area there. 
 

10. New Business:   

 Shelving – Authorize request, if needed, up to $500. After some discussion, the amount 
was increased to $1,000 to cover the shelving needed for the space. Motion to approve 
made by Susan; second by Ethel; all in favor. 

 Spring Sale – OSB?  Discussion points:  sales downtown do not make as much money.  If 
we decide to have a sale there, move the dates back to a weekend instead of during the 
week.  We need have better marketing and signage.  People do not know where the sale 
is; we need signs inside the building with arrows pointing to the room.  Don’t have as 
many books (last time there were too many) which will make clean-up easier.  Dave 
suggested that we have the large spring and fall sales at Black Road and have pop-up 
sales at Ottawa Street to coincide with special events downtown (Star Wars Day, 
Kidzfest, Light Up the Holidays, etc.).   

 Book Sale dates:  Fall Sale will be at Black Road. 
 September 25 – 27:  Sale Fri./Sat./Sun. with set up on Wed./Thurs./Fri. until time 

of sale.  Clean up Mon. – Wed., September 28 – 30.  
 Spring dates may be more complicated as library staff is currently scheduling 

activities.  Denise will look at scheduling one at the end of April.  She will see if 
she can reserve rooms for a Sat./Sun. sale with days for set up and clean up. 

 Upcoming Meeting Dates:  Meetings will be on the second Saturday at 10 am as follows:          
 February 8 – Black Road 
 May 9 – Ottawa Street 
 August 8 – Black Road 
 November 14 – Ottawa Street 

 Paperbacks for Operation Care Package:  This is a project to send popular fiction 
paperbacks and small hardback books to the troops for the holidays.  Denise will work 
with Ron on a donation from the Friends.   

  Discuss potential changes with Thrift:  Dave, Joe, Ron, and Marilyn met with Mike 
Martin from Thrift Books.  He came to see what we do on our end to send them books.  
Dave would like to explore ideas for us to make more money from the books we send to 
Thrift.  Currently, we get 5 cents per pound for books in the blue bins, and we profit 



share with them on the scanned books in the boxes.  When we scan books, anything 
that is worth more than $10 is boxed as are books with no ISBN numbers, which are 
often old or rare books.  We get 50% of the price Thrift sells them for minus the costs 
for shipping and handling.  Thrift looks at all of the books in the bins and sells the ones 
that are worth more individually.  We do not get profit sharing on those – we only get 5 
cents per pound.  The shipping costs for the boxed books is higher than it is for the bins, 
and Mike wants us to share more of these costs if we stay with our current program.  
Dave pointed out that we do not have many volunteers to scan books, especially at 
Ottawa St.  He would like to propose that we put all of the books for Thrift in the bins.  
We would get profit sharing (50% of net sales) for everything we send them that they 
can sell.  Shipping costs would be less.  We would keep books in the $5 to $10 range for 
our ongoing and large sales.  He would like to see if we can make more money with less 
work.  He is willing to call a special meeting to answer questions about the possibility of 
making this change.  In the meantime, email questions to Dave. 

 Officer Nominations/Voting: (President’s term in not up this year.  Dave’s term ends 
next year.)  Motion to approve the following slate of officers was made by Marilyn; 
second by Susan; All in favor.  Officers for 2020 will be: 

 Vice President – Colleen 
 Treasurer – Frankie  
 Secretary – Linda  

 
11. Adjourn time:  12:03.  Motion to adjourn by Dave; second by Colleen; All in favor.   

 
 


